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“This year, the WIN Council expanded its focus to reach out to and help

the less fortunate young girls through its GRACE Mentorship Programme.

The 17 WECs that piloted GRACE have seen very encouraging results.”

- Dr Amy Khor, Adviser to Win Council

Kepada Anggota WEC,

Di perayaan Hari Wanita Antarabangsa pada 1 Mac 2009,
selain dari menyampaikan Anugerah WIN kepada WEC untuk
mengiktiraf pencapaian mereka dalam kerja masyarakat,
Majlis WIN juga melancarkan dua perkembangan - lelaman
yang baru dirombak dan Program Bimbingan GRACE
(Memimpin Anak hingga Cemerlang).

Lelaman terbaru WIN dan Program Bimbingan, keduanya
menandakan satu kemajuan dalam usaha Majlis dan WEC
untuk mendekati wanita dalam masyarakat.

Semakin ramai menjalin hubungan di alam siber, Majlis WIN
dan WEC patut memanfaatkan media baru untuk berhubung
dan mendekati mereka. Lelaman yang dirombak mempunyai
banyak bahan interaktif yang menggalak komunikasi diantara
warga maya, WEC dan Majlis WIN. Selain lelaman, Majlis
WIN juga menarik warga maya ke program dan inisiatif
nya menerusi Facebook. Layarilah lelaman kami di www.
wincouncil.org.sg dan Facebook sekarang.

Sejauh ini, WEC telah melaksanakan pelbagai kegiatan yang
mengeratkan wanita, keluarga dan masyarakat dengan
baik. Tahun ini, Majlis WIN meluaskan tumpuannya dengan
mendekati dan membantu anak-anak perempuan yang
kurang bernasib baik menerusi Program Bimbingan GRACE.
17 WEC yang memulakan GRACE telah menunjukan hasil yang
menggalakan. Para pembimbing mendapat banyak kepuasan
setelah melihat perubahan pada kehidupan anak-anak yang
dibimbing, sama ada secara mendadak atau perlahan. Kami
harap, lebih banyak WEC akan menyertai program ini apabila
ia diluaskan tahun hadapan.

Biar saya laporkan secara ringkas satu lagi inisiatif. Setahun
setelah Skim Dwi Keanggotaan (DMS) di bentangkan kepada
semua WEC, kami melihat lebih banyak usahasama diantara
WEC, RC dan YEC. Keanggotaan WEC juga bertambah 8%
dalam jangkamasa yang sama. Banyak kumpulan minat
telah ditubuhkan. Ayuh dengar cerita2 kejayaan dari WEC di
Frontier, Sengkang dan Toa Payoh Timur di mukasurat 10.

Saya ingin berterimakasih kepada semua yang telah
menyokong inisiatif dan program kami sejauh ini. Tahun
depan, kami akan meraikan usaha baik WEC di jamuan makan
malam di Hotel Meritus Mandarin pada Jumaat, 5 Mac 2010.
Walaupun kita tidak harus riak atau bangga diri dengan apa
yang telah kita jayakan, terdapat banyak sebab untuk kita
raikan usaha-usaha semua yang telah menyumbang kepada
pencapaian WEC. Catatlah di diari anda pada 5 Mac 2010 dan
jumpa anda disana!
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GRACE

MENTORSHIP PROGRAMME

To provide a helping hand to the lower income families during this current economic
downturn, the Women'’s Integration Network (WIN) Council launched the “GRACE” (GRoom-
A-Child-To-Excel) Mentorship Programme at its International Women'’s Day Celebrations on
Sunday, 1 March 2009.

The objective of the programme is to enable young girls (who are in their pre-teens, aged
between 7 and 12 years old) from families with household income of $1,800 and below, to
develop their potential with given opportunities from the community. The Council hopes that
the girls will grow up to be optimistic and responsible individuals with a sense of belonging
to the community.

The programme is piloted by 17 WECs. They are: Ang Mo Kio WEC, Queenstown WEC, Tanglin
WEC, Tampines Changkat WEC, Tampines North WEC, Pasir Ris Elias WEC, Sengkang WEC,
Admiral Garden WEC, The Jelutung WEC, Sembawang WEC, Braddell Heights WEC, Fengshan
WEC, Hong Kah North WEC, Gek Poh Ville WEC, Bukit Gombak WEC, Nanyang WEC and Jurong
Green WEC.

LET’'S HEAR FROM OUR MENTORS!

7@‘? Mentor - Mdm Samantha Wong, BBM
Sengkang WEC Chairman and
WIN Council Member

When | first met my mentee Sim Ai Chin, a 10 year old, she
was very shy. Through her father, | learnt that Ai Chin is
weak in her studies and he could not afford to send her for
tuition.

| approached the RC in Punggol Central Division to accept
Ai Chin in their tuition classes. The RC Chairman obliged
and even waived her tuition fees. Ai Chin is also receiving
additional coaching on English by a volunteer of Sengkang
WEC.

Mdm Samantha Wong with her mentee,
Ai Chin, at the Adventure Forest outing on
26 June 2009




| assigned 2 members to monitor Ai Chin’s progress. These 2 mentors would take Ai Chin to the
library and places of interest regularly and speak to her at least once a week on the phone to check
on her progress.

Ai Chin looks forward to each outing as her parents hardly take her out. She is less shy now and is
able to converse with her mentors more confidently. Ai Chin’s parents are very grateful to the WIN
Council for initiating this programme.

Mentor — Mrs Alice Siew, PBM —

Tanglin WEC Chairman and WIN Council Member

My mentee, Zheng Yuzi, 11 years old, is from a single parent family with 7 other siblings. Her mother is
too busy earning a living for the family to look into the emotional well-being of her children. As a result,
Yuzi is withdrawn and sensitive. It wasn't easy for the mentors to filter into her life and understand her
thoughts.

Being an experienced mother, grandmother and teacher has definitely equipped me with the relevant
skills to mentor Yuzi. | have learnt to be non-judgmental, empathetic and patient to encourage her to
open up.

| call Yuzi thrice a week to chat with her about school work and family matters and listen to her problems.
Together with my co-mentor, Ms Shirley Lim, Assistant Secretary of Tanglin WEC and a teacher by
profession, we tutor Yuzi in her studies, take her for outings and buy her small gifts.

To encourage her to express her feelings and thoughts, | asked her to write to me after each outing.
It is heartwarming to see the improvements in her as she expressed her appreciation for our care and
concern which she has not experienced at home.

Alice coaching Yuzi on her homework
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY CARNIVAL 2009

“WOMEN HELPING
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Launch of the GRACE Mentorship Programme - Group Photo with
Guest-of-Honour, Dr Ng Eng Hen, Dr Amy Khor, Advisers, Mentors
and Mentees.

Spectacular Lion Dance Performance by
WIN Council and Dr Amy Khor (in the
middle)

All smiles for the 5 “My Favourite
Chairman” Contest Winners

(Winners From left, Mdm Choo Ah Moey,
Angela, PBM, Miss Ng Guat, Angie)
(Winners from Right, Mdm Ng Chui Hua,
Angie, PBM, Ms Wee Hee Ling, Managing
Director of CTC Holidays, Miss Chiang Ah
Choo, PBM, Ms Chew Bee Leng, PBM)

M /4

The WIN Council celebrated the achievements
of the WECs at the International Women’s Day
Carnival on Sunday, 1 March 2009 at HDB Hub. Dr
Ng Eng Hen, Minister for Education and Second
Minister for Defence was the Guest-of-Honour. Dr
Ng was accompanied by Dr Amy Khor, Adviser to
WIN Council and 12 other Advisers.

It was a memorable day for WEC members as
they witnessed the launch of the WIN Website
and the GRACE Mentorship Programme. Dr
Ng also presented WIN Awards to 12 WECs for
their excellent contribution. Another highlight
of the event was the prize presentation of “My
Favourite Chairman” contest. Winners of the
contest walked away with tour package to
Macau for 2 persons sponsored by CTC Holidays
Pte Ltd.

Dr Amy Khor and the WIN Council members thrilled
the audience with their lion dance moves.




WIN GROUP AWARDS 2009

Congratulations to the following winners:

Objective: To recognise WECs which have done well at PA Awards consistently for
3 years and have collaborated with VWOs, CDCs and women organisations such as
SCWO to organise activities/events to equip women with relevant skills and/or to help
needy women.

Dazzling Star Award:

Diamond: Admiral Garden WEC

Gold:
Gek Poh Ville WEC

Objective: To recognise newly-formed WECs (between 3 & 6 years old) which have
Rising Star Award: made the most improvement in the PA Awards star grading for at least 2 years and
achieving 4-star in PA Awards 2008.

Multi-Racial
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Diamond: Zhenghua WEC
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Objective: To recognise WECs which actively support the Dual Membership

Dynamic DMS Team Award: Scheme (DMS) by organising joint projects with RCs & YECs, forming Young
Ladies’ Clubs, putting in effort to recruit younger members and residents.

Objective: To recognise WECs' efforts in achieving near full-house
membership; ensuring minority representation (matching constituency’s
profile), PMET representation and recruitment of WEC Executive Members
and Associate Members through DMS.

Gold: Toa Payoh West WEC

WIN INDIVIDUAL AWARD 2009

Excellent Chairman Award

Objective: To recognise a WEC Chairman who shows strong leadership

Bl

Nﬁk\\ and who has contributed in the area of developing her members,
o ”% membership renewal, proactively working with other GROs in leading/
' (1

organising Constituency/GRC-level projects/events and shown strong
support in WIN Council & PA initiatives.

Mdm Adalene Loh, PBM, winner of the Excellent
Chairman Award, receiving the trophy from Guest-of-
Honour, Dr Ng Eng Hen, Minister for Education and
Second Minister for Defence.

To hear the success stories from the Diamond Winners, please log on to
http://www.wincouncil.org.sg/win_initiatives/view/win_awards_2009
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Let’s hear from our new WEC
Members and Associates

Cindy Seo
The Frontier WEC
WEC Associate (Grassroots-RC)
Appointed as WEC Executive Member

Guo Yan Yan
Kampong Kembangan WEC
WEC Associate (Grassroots- YEC)
Appointed as WEC Executive Member

_Serene Ng
Through my involvement in N::Srj;gz%g:mfgte AsaWEC Associate, |
the WEC, | have made new Appointed as WEC Executive Member facilitated the collaboration
friends through serving the . between Kampong
residents. | was also given | joined the WEC as I had . Ke.m'banga.n WEC and YEC
the opportunity to lead a wanted to spend my time doing on joint projects such as the
Karaoke sub-group. | have something meaningful. | wish to Healthy Lifestyle Day 2009.
found good communication help the needy and at the same
channels and camaraderie time encourage more women to Through such a collaboration,
in The Frontier WEC. | would help too. both committees have a
like to encourage more WEC better understanding of each
Associates to join the WEC as Overall, I have enjoyed being in other’s strength and leverage
Executive Members. the Tanjong Pagar WEC as the on each other’s resources
members all have a common and network which made the
goal and that is to “help others”. event a huge success.
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FUTSAL
FOR LADIES!

Kampong Ubi WEC formed the “Futsal for Ladies”
Interest Group in June 2009 to attract sporty women
(including mothers and daughters) to come together
and pursue their interest in soccer.

The group meets every mid or last week of the month
to practise.

In the near future, the group hopes to organise a mini
Futsal Tournament for ladies at Kampong Ubi CC.

Ifyouareinterested tojoin the group, please contact Ms
Siti Norhayati Omar at 67427281 or visit http://www.
wincouncil.org.sg/interest_groups/view/320? to
give us your contact details.
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ELLY BLITZ

The Belly Dance Club @ The Frontier CC was formed
by a group of belly dance students who wanted to
meet and practise beyond their regular classes. Ms
Veni, PA Belly Dance Trainer, facilitated the formation
of the interest group. The members meet regularly
on the first and third Saturdays of the month to
exchange dance techniques and styles.

Sinceitsformation, the group has attracted 20 ladies.
They were often invited to perform at constituency  Belly Dance Practise (Ms Veni, 4th from left,
events. lady in black)

If you are interested to join the group or require assistance to form a Belly Dance Interest Group at your CC,
please contact Ms Veni (Kevy) at 97846643 or visit http://www.wincouncil.org.sg/interest_groups/

view/3257? to give us your contact details.

Interest Group

Mdm Samantha Wong, BBM, Chairman of Sengkang WEC started the
Dragon Boat Interest Group a few months ago with 20 members. She
felt that maintaining a healthy lifestyle was important so she started
the group.

The group is multi-racial comprising 4 Indians, 3 Filipinos, 1 Malay and
12 Chinese. Half of the members are non-grassroots WEC Associates.

“Dragonboat is one of my favourite sports and | am glad to be able to
share my interest with other women in and around my constituency,”
said Samantha.

If you are interested, please call Samantha at 97982278 or visit http://
www.wincouncil.org.sg/interest_groups/view/315? to give us your
contact details.

TOA PAYOH EAST

YOUNG LADIES CLUB

The Young Ladies’ Club was set up in early April 2009 by a group of young
ladies who aspire to do their part for the community despite their multiple
commitments in life. The group meets monthly to plan and organise
programmes of interest to young ladies such as talks on beauty, career etc.
The members also performed community service. They visited old folks
home and medical care centres; put up performances at the centres; tutored
needy children in their studies and other areas of interest such as music and
drama.

The Chairman of the Young Ladies’Club, Ms Rina Pua, was very inspired by the for
passion displayed by her members: “We will organise meaningful projects to  young Ladies’ Club Members
engage the young ladies in the community and every member will be given  (Rina, 2nd from left)

the opportunity to take on a leadership role”

If you are interested to join the group, please contact Ms Rina Pua at renapua@hotmail.com or visit http://www.
wincouncil.org.sg/interest_groups/view/317? to give us your contact details.



LOOK O UT for New Features in WIN Council Website
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The layout of the )
homepage of the WIN
Council website has been
revamped recently for easy
access to the information
in the website. We have
also included new features
such as publicity banners
to highlight WECs' major
events, periodic contests,
volunteer recruitment,
interest group listing and
so on.
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Interest Groups _ )
Visitors to the website can now join interest groups online. Their PUbI’C’ty Banners
particulars will be channelled to the respective WEC Chairmen, The publicity banner is for WECs to publicise major
Staff-in-charge and Women’s Programmes Unit. WECs are events. Please email to Women_Programmes_Unit@
encouraged to invite them to your interest groups’ gatherings. pa.gov.sg if you wish to publicise your WEC events.
Interest Group members can also post photographs of activities
onto the website.

— Watch out for periodic contests with

Visitors who wish to form new interest group can also put up attractive prizes to be won!

requests online.

WECs are encouraged to update Women'’s Programmes Unit on
your interest groups so that they can be listed on the website.

L\ ﬂ@? Publicise your events online and share your event photographs with your
=== fri . :
/“ riends and residents!

e
) I : Feedback from The Frontier WEC who has uploaded
) ’ events and photographs on the website:
p— “This feature has allowed me to know the upcoming
N events organised by other WECs and to share our event

T photographs with friends and residents.”

- Ms Ruja Bte Ali,
- Chairman of The Frontier WEC

Log on to www.wincouncil.org.sg/admin to
upload your events and past event photos!!
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Best Album Contest

In response to feedback from some WECs, we have extended the closing
date to 31 October 2009. So hurry! Log on to www.wincouncil.org.sg for
more information on the contest.

create & ‘lmte
\ € your favouritefalbur

=2 Participating WECs will be guided to use the application in www.slide.com
to create an album of photographs which depicts the theme of the contest
“Women Making a Difference in the Community”.

The top 3 WECs stand to win attractive prizes including Dining Vouchers
and Movies Tickets for all the members in the committee! So, let your
< 4 creative juices flow and create your very own WEC Photo Album now!

If you require assistance to create the album using www.slide.com, please
email us at Women_Programmes_Unit@pa.gov.sg.

Congratulations to the following winners:

Aﬂ: Ai'mf WW cmmf

Grand Prize Winner : Ms Joan Chee (2 SIA Tickets to Hong Kong)

Consolation Prize Winners:
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Lee Ai Lin
Lee Seu Lan
Chan Dak Heo
Pricilla Patricia Fe Arellano Mondonedo
Lisa Low Wai Yee

Neo Yen Leng
Chew Lai Meng
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WIN Awards Dinner 2010

Mark your Calendar on 5 March 2010 (Friday evening) for the WIN Awards Dinner at Meritus Mandarin
Hotel, Orchard Road

Look out for more information via e-mail from the PA Women's Programmes Unit and the WIN website
(www.wincouncil.org.sg)

Contributions

Please contact the PA Women'’s Programmes Unit at Tel: 63405297 to contribute photographs and write-ups of upcoming
and past WEC programmes/events for inclusion in our website and newsletters.
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