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places
Innovative storage spaces form an integral

 part of the design of this flat in Tampines 
TEXT MICHELE KOH PHOTOS nota design

H i d d e n

The black glass ‘skin’ wall on the left serves as a storage space for over 100 pairs of shoes
Right ‘Ribbed’ shelves conceal the entrance of the household shelter and double up as a 
display area and feature wall
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Though the unit was relatively small, under the hands of the skilful designer from Nota Design, the various rooms 
were transformed to maximise space and optimise functionality. Working within a tight three-week period, the designer 
included unusual elements like false ceilings and ribbed shelving to open up the various zones and add more texture 
and character to the place. The unit has three bedrooms, a kitchen, a living room with a balcony attached, and a 
household shelter – a spare closet where most people would store cleaning appliances and home supplies. 

What is most unique about this apartment is the way the designer has transformed the household shelter, what in 
most HDB flats is a purely utilitarian storage area, into a feature wall. It was created using a ‘rib and skin’ concept, and 
is a key highlight of the living room. The ‘skin’ layer was made out of black painted glass and serves as a shoe cabinet, 
which stores more than a 100 pairs of ladies shoes. This glass casement also serves to conceal the entrance to the 
household shelter, and was extended to the living area to form part of the TV feature wall and console. The exposed 
‘ribs’ that face the living and dining area were open shelves created specially for Madam Chan to display her books and 
collection of personal artefacts. 

All it took was a little creative ingenuity to turn the interior of this 100sqm, five-bedroom HDB flat in 
Tampines into a stylish pad with smart storage space. Madam Doo Suet Chan, who lives here with her 
two daughters, had wanted a modern and contemporary home that would be both simple and cosy. 

As a frequent traveller, Madam Chan has amassed quite a collection of memorabilia from her trips abroad 
and one of her requirements was for a neat and aesthetically appealing storage space within the flat 

that would allow her to also display items from her collection.

LEFT A dark colour scheme and soft lighting add 
sophisticated elegance to the master bedroom
below The bed is merged with the bay window ledge, which 
connects to a display shelf and storage area to maximise space
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A false ceiling running through the living and dining area links the two zones visually, 
and also creates the illusion of an extended hallway. The choice of angular furniture 
in grey tones and the marble dining table gives this area a clean, cool and formal 
ambience. A touch of metal complements the black glass ‘skin’ of the household shelter 
and the overall effect is both pristine and refined.

Madam Chan’s daughters had requested for bedrooms where they could work, 
sleep and relax in. Given the spatial constraints of the rooms, an integrated system was 
proposed to combine the functional elements. The edge of the bed is asymmetrical 
at the foot, allowing the bed to merge with the bay window ledge. The window ledge 
connects to a display shelf and storage area in one room and a display shelf and 
workstation in the other to maximise space. Customised stickers and quirky clocks add 
some fun elements and personal touches to the bedrooms. By contrast, the master 
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bedroom takes on a darker colour scheme and veneer was 
used to create a more cosy and sophisticated ambience.

When the renovation was completed, what Madam Chan 
got was a home where unusual design elements work as the 
perfect façade to hide ample storage space. 

Given the spatial 
constraints of the rooms, 
an integrated system was 

proposed to combine the 
functional elements

Whimsical details were added to the kid’s rooms


